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ABSTRACT 



A drive circuit is disclosed for a liquid crystal display 
apparatus of the active matrix type having a large number of 
gray levels that can be displayed. The drive circuit com- 
prises a plurality of sections each including a sample-and- 
hold circuit 22. The sample-and-hold circuit 22 has a plu- 
rality of switches Sw 1 through Sw 4. lb these switches are 
separately supplied different ramp signals Vr 1 through Vr 4 
from a ramp generator circuit 24 shared by all the sections. 
These ramp signals have waveforms which respectively 
assume a plurality of different voltage levels and are shifted 
from each other by a predetermined voltage level. The 
decoder 21 selects one of the switches Sw 1 through Sw 4 
and a specific one of the voltage levels in the ramp signal 
applied to that selected switch depending on the gray scale 
data in the latch 20. The output of the sample-and-hold 
circuit is transmitted to the data line la via a buffer 23. 

6 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 
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LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY APPARATUS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 5 
The present invention relates to a liquid crystal display 

(LCD) apparatus of active matrix type that displays gray 
scale and more particularly to a drive apparatus for produc- 
ing a drive voltage on data lines of a display panel. 

2. Related Art 10 
A liquid crystal display (LCD) of the active matrix type 

having the construction schematically shown in FIG. 1 is 
known. The LCD comprises a display panel 1, a scan circuit 
2, a drive circuit 3, a data source 4 and a ramp generator 5. 
Hie display panel 1 is equipped with a plurality of gate lines 1 
6a through 6m and a plurality of data lines 7a through In 
arranged in a matrix form. At each of the crossing points of 
these gate lines and data lines, a thin film transistor (TFT) 
device and a pixel electrode are mounted. The drive circuit 
3 is a so-called digital-analog type circuit. The drive circuit 20 
3 comprises a plurality of sections corresponding to the 
plurality of data lines. Each section receives gray scale data 
concerning one pixel from the data source 4. It also receives 
a ramp signal (staircase waveform), which repetitively indi- 
cates a plurality of voltage levels corresponding to a plu- 
rality of gray scales, from the ramp generator 5. Each section 
selects a voltage level corresponding to the gray scale data 
and applies it to a corresponding data line. At the same time, 
the scan circuit 2 successively supplies the gate lines 6a 
through 6m with a gate pulse that continues for a predeter- 
mined time in synchronization with the ramp signal. The 
TFT selected by the gate pulse applies the voltage level of 
the data line to the pixel electrode associated with it to 
charge the liquid crystal electrostatic capacitance thereby, ^ 
thus providing a gray scale display. 

Each drive circuit section has a data latch 10, a decoder 
11, a sample hold circuit 12 and a buffer 13, as schematically 
shown in FIG. 2. The gray scale data for one pixel held in 
the data latch 10 comprises bits in the number corresponding ^ 
to the number of gray levels. In case of 16 gray scales, for 
example, the gray scale data comprises 4 bits. Then the ramp 
signal Vr applied to the line 14 assumes 16 voltage levels. 
The decoder 11 generates a sampling pulse for selecting the 
ramp voltage level corresponding to the gray scale data 45 
under the control of a clock. The sample-and-hold circuit 12 
causes the switch Sw to conduct electricity in accordance 
with the sampling pulse to hold the specific voltage level in 
the capacitor C. The voltage level sampled and held in this 
way is applied to the data line la via a buffer 13. 50 

Although the above described scheme realizes gray scale 
display with up to 16 gray scale levels, it is desired to display 
a greater number of gray levels. However, the digital-analog 
type drive has two problems that impede an appropriate 
increase of gray levels with respect to the sample-and-hold 55 
circuit. 

First of all, since a shift or an error in the timing of sample 
hold is reflected as an error in the output voltage, there is a 
problem in that the error gets ever more serious with an 
increase in the number of gray levels. In order to clarify this 60 
point, reference is made to FIG. 3 showing a timing relation 
between the gray scale signal portion and the sampling 
pulse. Vra is, for example, a ramp signal for 64-level grey 
scale display. When the ramp signal Vra is sampled with the 
sampling pulse Ps, the presence of an error At in timing, as 65 
shown in FIG. 3, generates an error AVo with the result that 
a gray scale value different from the desired gray scale value 
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will be displayed. As a countermeasure against this problem, 
it is theoretically possible to reduce the timing error At by 
improving the external clock that forms the timing basis for 
the generation of sampling pulses. Such improvement is not 
easy. In addition, when the number of gray levels is large, a 
considerable output voltage error still appears even if At is 
made smaller. 

There is another problem concerning the width (duration 
time) of sampling pulses. Referring to FIG. 3, the width of 
the sampling pulse Ps meets the step of ramp signal Vra. 
When the sampling time that follows such pulse is shorter 
than the time required for appropriately charging the capaci- 
tor C of the sample hold circuit 12, there is a possibility that 
the specific voltage level of the ramp signal cannot be 
accurately sampled and held, thereby resulting in an error in 
output voltage. 

It is apparent that the above problems become more and 
more serious with an increase in the number of gray levels, 
whereby an accurate gray scale display becomes more and 
more difficult to achieve. Therefore the main object of the 
present invention is to attain a greater number of gray levels 
in a liquid crystal display LCD apparatus of active matrix 
type by eliminating the above problems. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide a 
LCD drive apparatus that can produce an output voltage 
with less error on the data line of the display panel even if 
the number of gray levels increases. 

A liquid crystal display apparatus of the active matrix type 
in accordance with the present invention has a liquid crystal 
panel with a plurality of gate lines and a plurality of data 
lines arranged in a matrix form, a scan means for succes- 
sively producing scan signals on said plurality of gate lines, 
and drive means for producing output signals for gray scale 
display on said plurality of data lines in synchronization 
with said scan signals, and characterized in that the drive 
means comprises: 
ramp generator means for generating a plurality of ramp 
signals in parallel, said ramp signals having waveforms 
which respectively assume a plurality of voltage levels 
and are successively shifted by a predetermined amount 
to entirely assume the total number of voltage levels 
corresponding to the number of gray levels; and 
selector means connected to said ramp generator means 
and responsive to gray scale data corresponding to each 
of said data lines for selecting one of said ramp signals 
and to provide said selected voltage level as an output 
signal on the corresponding data line. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram schematically illustrating a prior 
art liquid crystal display apparatus of the active matrix type, 
the apparatus being capable of displaying 64 gray scale 
levels; 

FIG. 2 shows a drive circuit section of the drive circuit 
shown in FIG. 1, the section generating a drive signal in 
response to gray scale data for one pixel; 

FIG. 3 is illustrates the timing between a ramp signal and 
a sampling signal; 

FIG. 4 is shows a ramp generator and a drive circuit 
section in accordance with the present invention; and 

FIG. 5 is shows the waveforms of four ramp signals 
generated by the ramp generator shown in FIG. 4. 

DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

FIG. 4 partially shows an LCD drive apparatus for dis- 
playing 64 gray scale levels. Namely, FIG. 4 schematically 
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shows only one of the plurality of drive circuit sections and 
the ramp generator circuit 24. The drive circuit section has 
a data latch 20, a decoder 21, a sample-and-hold circuit 22 
and a buffer 23. The buffer 23 may be the same as the 
ordinary buffer 13. The ramp generator circuit 24 generates 5 
different ramp signals Vr 1, Vr 2, Vr 3, and Yr 4 on four lines 
26a, 26b t 26c, 26d. The sample-and-hold circuit 22 has four 
switches Sw 1, Sw 2, Sw 3, and Sw 4. The input ends of 
these switches are separately connected to lines 26a through 
26 J, whereas the output ends are commonly connected to a 
capacitor C for sample-and-hold. Furthermore, the control 
input end of switches Sw 1 through Sw 4 are respectively 
connected to the output lines 25a through 25 d of the decoder 
21. 

Uris embodiment of an LCD drive apparatus displays 64 
gray levels. As schematically shown in FIG. 5, ramp signals 
Vr 1 through Vr 4 have waveforms which respectively 
assume 16 different voltage levels, but are entirely shifted 
from each other by a predetermined voltage level L. In other 
words, Vr 1 successively assumes voltage levels L0 through 
LIS in the scan of each line in the display panel, Vr 2 20 
successively assumes voltage levels L16 through L31. Vr 3 
successively assumes voltage levels L32 through IA1. Vr 4 
successively assumes voltage levels L4S through L63. At the 
same time, in the data latch 20 gray scale data is received 
comprising 6 bits for designating any one of the 64 gray 25 
scales, i.e., any one of the voltage levels L0 through L63. 
The decoder 21 decodes the gray scale data to generate a 
sampling pulse P at an appropriate timing for sampling the 
designated voltage level and applies it to the appropriate one 
of the lines 25a through 2Sd which is connected to the 30 
appropriate one of switches Sw 1 through Sw 4. With respect 
to the gray scale data, the upper 2 bits designate the ramp 
signal Vr 1 through Vr 4, whereas the lower 4 bits designate 
which of the voltage levels is selected in the selected one of 
the ramp signals, namely the particular voltage level. For 35 
example, when the gray scale data is given as 010001, a 
timing pulse for sampling the voltage level L17 of the ramp 
signal Vr 2 is applied to the switch Sw 2. 

For comparison, FIG. 5 shows with a dot line a single 4Q 
ramp signal Vra used for a 64-level gray scale display in 
accordance with the prior art Vra must assume 64 voltage 
levels in the prior art embodiment, whereas each of Vr 1 
through Vr 4 only needs to assume 16 voltage levels. Thus 
apparently, the voltage change is very gradual. Conse- 45 
quently, it is apparent that, even if there is a timing shift At 
in the sampling pulse P, the error AVj in the output voltage 
in the present invention is considerably smaller than the 
error AVk in the output voltage when the prior art scheme is 
used. In addition, since the width of the sampling pulse P can 5Q 
be relatively wide in the present invention, the capacitor can 
be charged sufficiently, thereby resulting in the desired gray 
scale value. 

As can be seen from the waveforms of ramp signals Vr 1 
through Vr 4, the embodiment in FIG. 5 is constructed so as 55 
to be capable of displaying 64 gray scale levels by making 
relatively small modification to the circuit construction 
which is fundamentally adapted for 16-level gray scale 
display. With respect to the drive circuit, the data latch and 
the decoder in each section are only slightly expanded, and go 
additionally the number of switches in the sample-and-hold 
circuits and the number of associated wirings are only 
slightly increased. The ICchip size is hardly increased. 

The embodiment mentioned above is just an example. The 
present invention is not limited to this embodiment. What is 65 
required is to generate a plurality of ramp signals. The 
number of ramp signals, the number of switches, the number 
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of voltage levels included in each ramp signal and the 
number of gray levels are design details which may be 
appropriately selected. For example, it is possible to provide 
a gray scale display having a number of gray scale levels 
larger than 64 levels by further increasing the number of the 
ramp signals. In addition, it is also possible to display 64 
gray scale levels through the use of two ramp signals 
respectively assuming 32 voltage levels. 

In more general terms, when the number of gray scale 
levels is z, the number of ramp signals may be y, and the 
number of voltage levels in each ramp signal will be x, 
where x times y equals z. It is only required to generate y 
ramp signals having waveforms shifted successively by a 
predetermined level so as to provide z different voltage 
levels corresponding to the z gray levels as a whole, x, y and 
z are values which may be freely selected while maintaining 
the relation xy=z. 

In accordance with the present invention, the number of 
gray levels displayed by the LCD of the active matrix type 
can be considerably increased. 

We claim: 

1. A liquid crystal display apparatus of the active matrix 
type having a liquid crystal display panel with a plurality of 
gate lines and a plurality of data lines arranged in a matrix 
form, scan means for successively producing scan signals on 
said plurality of gate lines, and drive means for producing 
output signals for gray scale display on said plurality of data 
lines in synchronization with said scan signals, characterized 
in that said drive means comprises: 

a ramp generator means for generating a plurality of ramp 
signals in parallel, said ramp signals having waveforms 
which respectively assume a plurality of different volt- 
age levels and are successively shifted from each other 
by a predeterrnined voltage level to provide a total 
number of different voltage levels corresponding to a 
total number of gray scale levels; and 

a selector means connected to said ramp generator means 
and responsive to gray scale data corresponding to each 
of said data lines for selecting one of said voltage levels 
in one of said ramp signals and to provide said selected 
voltage level as an output signal on a corresponding 
data line. 

2. A liquid crystal drive apparatus for generating output 
signals for gray scale display on a plurality of data lines of 
a liquid crystal display panel in a liquid crystal display 
apparatus of the active matrix type, characterized by com- 
prising: 

a ramp generator means for generating y ramp signals in 
parallel on y output lines, said y ramp signals having 
waveforms which respectively assume x different volt- 
age levels and are successively shifted from each other 
by a predetermined voltage level, said y and x each 
representing an integer equal to or greater than 2; and 

a plurality of drive circuit means, each having an input 
side and an output side, connected commonly at their 
input sides to said y output lines of said ramp generator 
means and connected separately at their output sides to 
said data lines; 

wherein each of said drive circuit means is responsive to 
gray scale data for a pixel and selects one of said x 
voltage levels in one of said y ramp signals and 
provides said selected voltage level as an output signal 
to a corresponding data line. 

3. A liquid crystal drive apparatus according to claim 2 
wherein each of said drive circuit means comprises: 

a sample-and-hold means having y switches separately 
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connected to y output lines of said ramp generator 
means on an input side, each of said switches having a 
control input line; 
a latch means for holding a gray scale data; and 
a decoder means having an input line connected to said 5 
latch means and an output line connected separately to 
said y switches, said decoder means producing on one 
of its own output lines a sampling pulse for operating 
one of said y switches determined by said grey scale 
data at a timing determined by said gray scale data 
4. A liquid crystal drive apparatus according to claim 3 
wherein said x and y satisfy the equation xy=z, where z 
represents a number of gray scale levels, and said y ramp 
signals provide z different voltage levels. 
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5. A liquid crystal drive apparatus according to claim 4 
wherein said gray scale data pertaining to each pixel com- 
prises a plurality of bits, a predetermined portion of said bits 
identifying one of said y ramp signals, and the remaining 
bits thereof identifying an x voltage level in said identified 
ramp signal. 

6. A liquid crystal drive apparatus according to claim 3 
wherein said gray scale data pertaining to each pixel com- 
prises a plurality of bits, a predetermined portion of said bits 
identifying one of said y ramp signals, and the remaining 
bits thereof identifying an x voltage level in said identified 
ramp signal. 

* * * * * 
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